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MEMORANDUM REGARDING AU-
THORIZATION OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

HON. PAUL D. RYAN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 11, 2017

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, | sub-
mit the following memorandum regarding au-
thorization of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity:

We, the chairs of the committees with ju-
risdiction over the Department of Homeland
Security or its components, are hereby re-
cording our agreement on the following prin-
ciples for the 115th Congress:

1. The Department of Homeland Security
(‘‘the Department’”) and its components
should be authorized on a regular basis to
ensure robust oversight and improve its op-
eration.

2. Committees with jurisdiction over the
Department and its components will
prioritize the authorization of the Depart-
ment and any unauthorized or expiring com-
ponent in that committee’s authorization
and oversight plan.

3. To the maximum extent practicable, the
committees with jurisdiction over unauthor-
ized or expiring components of the Depart-
ment shall coordinate with the Committee
on Homeland Security to produce a com-
prehensive authorization bill for the Depart-
ment.

4. The Committee on Homeland Security
shall coordinate with the committees with
jurisdiction over unauthorized or expiring
components of the Department in the devel-
opment of any comprehensive authorization
bill for the Department.

5. The Committee on Homeland Security
and the committees with jurisdiction over
components of the Department shall jointly
develop a process for the vetting and pre-
clearing of base text and amendments of-
fered at subcommittee and full committee
markups of a DHS authorization bill in the
Committee on Homeland Security that fall
within the jurisdiction of a committee other
than or in addition to the Committee on
Homeland Security.

6. The committees will expedite consider-
ation of any comprehensive authorization
bill for the Department, including timely
resolution of any matters subject to a se-
quential or additional referral.

7. To the extent that there are policy dif-
ferences between the committees regarding a
provision of the comprehensive authoriza-
tion bill for the Department, the committees
will make best efforts to resolve any such
dispute.

8. The Committee on Homeland Security
Committee shall not include any provision
in a comprehensive authorization bill that
the chair of the Committee on Ways and
Means has determined to be a revenue provi-
sion or a provision affecting revenue. If the
chair of the Committee on Ways and Means
makes such a determination, nothing in this
agreement shall be construed to preclude
that chair from exercising an additional or
sequential referral over the measure, or a
point of order under clause 5(a) of Rule XXI
of the Rules of the House of Representatives.

9. Nothing in this agreement shall be con-
strued as altering any committee’s jurisdic-
tion under rule X of the Rules of the House
of Representatives or the referral of any
measure thereunder.

10. Further, nothing in this memorandum
precludes a further agreement between the
committees with regard to the implementa-
tion of a process to ensure regular com-
prehensive authorizations of the Depart-
ment.

Signed,
GREGG WALDEN, Chair,
Committee on Energy
and Commerce.
DEVIN NUNES, Chair,
Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intel-
ligence.
JASON CHAFFETZ, Chair,
Committee on Owver-
sight and Govern-
ment Reform.
BILL SHUSTER, Chair,
Committee on Trans-
portation and Infra-
structure.
MICHAEL T. McCAUL, Chair,
Committee on Home-
land Security.
BOB GOODLATTE, Chair,
Committee on the Judi-
ciary.
LAMAR SMITH, Chair,
Committee on Science,

Space and Tech-
nology.

KEVIN BrRADY, Chair,
Committee on Ways
and Means.

———

HONORING RAMONA BAX ON HER
RETIREMENT AFTER 50 YEARS
OF SERVICE TO THE BANK OF
ST. ELIZABETH

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 11, 2017

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor a constituent of mine, Mrs. Ra-
mona Bax on her retirement after 50 years of
employment with the Bank of St. Elizabeth.
Mrs. Bax has been a constant friendly face
during her years working at the bank. The pa-
trons, management, and her co-workers will
miss her welcoming personality at the bank.

Mrs. Bax has been a lifelong resident of the
St. Elizabeth community and is thankful for the
opportunity to live and work in such a great
town. As a fellow resident of St. Elizabeth, we
are also thankful to have her as a friend,
neighbor, and member of our community. In
her spare time, Mrs. Bax volunteered her time
at the St. Elizabeth school during the years
her children attended and also while her
grandchildren attend the school. She is also
an active member of St. Lawrence Catholic
Church. The entire community has benefited
from her volunteering spirit.

Mrs. Bax has been married to her husband,
Richard, for 56 years. They have four children,

John, Charles, Glenn, and Stacy, and are the
proud grandparents of ten grandchildren and
great-grandparents of three great-grand-
children. With her retirement, Mrs. Bax will be
able to enjoy more time with her wonderful
family.

| ask you to join me in recognizing Mrs. Ra-
mona Bax on her retirement. The commitment
she has shown to the Bank of St. Elizabeth for
50 years is a commendable accomplishment.
It is an honor to represent her in the United
States Congress.

—————

HONORING GARY DARLING FOR
HIS DEDICATED SERVICE

HON. JERRY McNERNEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 11, 2017

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, |, along with
my colleagues, Representatives DESAULNIER
and HUFFMAN, rise today to honor Gary W.
Darling for dedicating 33 years to an incredible
career as a water professional. Mr. Darling de-
veloped his technical background by grad-
uating from the University of California, Davis
and becoming a registered professional civil
engineer. His academic pedigree led him to a
long and productive career in managing and
leading a water agency, numerous infrastruc-
ture projects, and building coalitions in North-
ern California.

For 15 years, Mr. Darling managed the Los
Vaqueros Reservoir Project, which is a crucial
reservoir for our region’s water supply and en-
vironment. He was a Project Manager during
the planning and environmental review phases
for the $1 billion Freeport Regional Water Au-
thority and served for six years on the Board
of Directors for the California Association of
Sanitation Agencies. Notably, he served 11
years as General Manager of Delta Diablo,
overseeing wastewater resource recovery
services for 200,000 people across Antioch,
Bay Point, and Pittsburg. Delta Diablo is proud
to be an award-winning agency that is “trans-
forming wastewater to resources” by investing
in innovative solutions and partnerships.

Mr. Darling also has a long and successful
history of leading organizations. For more than
eight years, he has led the 19-agency Bay
Area Biosolids to Energy Coalition. Members
implement regional biosolids management so-
lutions to maximize renewable energy and
minimize greenhouse gas emissions. To
Gary’s credit, this coalition has six pre-com-
mercial bioenergy technology projects in de-
velopment.

Gary Darling has shown impressive leader-
ship of the 22-member Western Recycled
Water Coalition (WRWC) over the last nine
years. This important coalition recruits mem-
bers and facilitates collaboration to develop
sustainable water supplies for their commu-
nities throughout the western United States.
WRWC secured close to $35 million in federal
funding that was leveraged with local and
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